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Benefits of Membership

For Equipment & Service Suppliers
Overview

NGVAmerica is a national organization dedicated to the development of a growing, sustainable and profitable market for vehicles powered by natural gas and hydrogen. NGVAmerica represents more than 100 engine, vehicle and equipment manufacturers; fleet operators and service providers, natural gas companies, and environmental groups and government organizations interested in the promotion and use of natural gas and hydrogen as transportation fuels.
Objective

To create a profitable, sustainable and growing market for vehicles powered by natural gas and hydrogen.  

Mission

To serve as the national voice for the natural gas and hydrogen-powered vehicle industries and as a catalyst for collective action, and to provide services and information to members to improve their effectiveness and profitability.

Program Focus

NGVAmerica focuses its efforts primarily in three broad areas – Government Affairs, Market Development and PR/Communications.  NGVAmerica’s role in these areas is as follows:

Government Affairs: To educate policy makers, lawmakers, and regulators regarding the benefits of gaseous-fueled vehicles; to develop targeted federal and state legislative initiatives that will create market drivers and build demand for gaseous-fueled vehicles; and to help forge agreement on government policy among the disparate groups involved in the alternative fuel vehicle market.
Market Development: To define and guide the national marketing efforts of the gaseous-fueled vehicles industry; to develop and provide tools, materials and other support to member companies that improve the effectiveness of their local marketing and sales efforts; and to provide a forum for member company marketing and sales personnel to exchange information.

PR and Communications: To develop and provide strategic and timely information, tools, and communication to members, key constituents, and market participants.

Equipment & Service Supplier Benefits
While supplier member companies benefit indirectly from all of NGVAmerica’s many programs and services, some of these programs and services provide them significant direct benefits. Among these are the following:

Federal incentive programs

NGVAmerica has played a lead role in the development of a number of federal programs that fund the purchase and use of gaseous-fueled vehicles, thereby increasing the demand for gaseous-fueled vehicles and gaseous fueling.  Recent examples include: 

· Tax Incentives:  NGVAmerica led the industry’s efforts to secure federal tax incentives for the purchase of NGVs, the purchase of natural gas as a vehicle fuel and the installation of NGV fueling infrastructure.  Those efforts were successful in 2005 with the passage of the Energy and Highway Bills.  NGVAmerica is now working with the IRS on the favorable implementation of those incentives.
· CMAQ: NGVAmerica was instrumental in modifying the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) program legislation to include NGVs. As a result, over $300 million in CMAQ funding has been allocated for natural gas vehicle and fueling station projects over the last eight years.  In 2006, NGVAmerica is working for the expansion of this program.  

· SEP:  The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) offers State Energy Program (SEP) grants to alternative fuel vehicle projects. For the last several years, NGVAmerica has been the lead organization in successfully lobbying for increased funding for this program. And for the last several years, NGV programs have dominated the SEP grants.
· Green Airports: An analysis of the NGVAmerica-initiated ILEAV program by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) revealed an exceptionally high degree of interest by airport authorities, well-conceived program grant applications, and the likelihood of significant cost effective air quality benefits in non-attainment areas.  The initial success of ILEAV prompted the FAA to modify its Airport Improvement Program (AIP) as well as its Passenger Facility Charge (PFC) guidelines.  The result is a substantial increase in the funds available to airports for the implementation of AFV programs.  NGVAmerica is working with the FAA for the smooth implementation of these programs.
· Green School Buses: NGVAmerica was successful in including a well-funded program in the Highway Bill in 2005 for public school fleets to buy clean school buses. NGVAmerica is now working for the favorable implementation of that program
Support for member companies securing federal funding 

· Grant Application Support: Most of the federal funding programs listed above are distributed via competitive grants. This is a complex and political process, and is highly competitive. NGVAmerica monitors federal announcements and publications to ensure its members are the first to learn of new funding opportunities. NGVAmerica also plays a valuable role in supporting member companies in applying for those grants.  NGVAmerica’s members have been more successful than non-members in securing federal grants for NGV projects.
· Targeted Appropriations: In each year’s budget, Congress includes hundreds of millions of dollars of “targeted appropriations” for transportation projects.  These are grants requested by Senators and Representatives for specific projects in their states or districts.  NGVAmerica has worked successfully with a number of member companies in lobbying for millions of dollars in targeted appropriations for their projects.
Federally funded NGV RDD&D

The federal government has played a critical role in funding research, development, demonstration and deployment (RDD&D) of gaseous fuel vehicle and refueling infrastructure technologies.  These projects have been instrumental in making gaseous vehicle systems cleaner, less expensive, more fuel efficient and more reliable. NGVAmerica has been the primary advocate for increased funding for these programs.   NGVAmerica also works with individual supplier member companies and meets with key RDD&D officials to help educate these officials about the value of specific projects. 

Support for member companies in dealing with federal regulatory agencies

Many federal agencies are involved in some aspect of the gaseous-fueled vehicle business. Suppliers frequently need to deal with these agencies – sometimes as a petitioner; sometimes as a respondent. NGVAmerica maintains an on-going relationship with the key government staff involved in AFV matters, and is available to help member companies work their way through the often-complex federal bureaucracy.  

Setting the Path Toward Hydrogen

The general consensus is that transportation’s future lies with hydrogen fuel cell vehicles. Less certain is which path best leads to that future. NGVAmerica believes that a sustainable NGV industry is key to developing a successful hydrogen-based industry in the future. A widespread natural gas fueling infrastructure could serve as a significant source of hydrogen.  Also, most components used for NGVs and a natural gas fueling infrastructure can be used for hydrogen-powered vehicles.  NGVAmerica continues to work with DOE and with Congress to ensure that NGVs-as-the-pathway-to-hydrogen is reflected in their initiatives.

Presentations and Seminars

NGVAmerica works with organizations representing our target customers to secure NGV presentations and seminars -- either on site at their annual or regional conferences or via their web sites (i.e., “webinars”).  When appropriate, member company representatives are solicited to participate in or fulfill these speaking engagements.  Staff liaison with these organizations includes attendance/briefings at target customer committee meetings and occasional sponsorships during their events.  

Exhibits at Customer and Policymaker Trade Shows
NGVAmerica coordinates an NGV industry presence at a number of trade shows attended by our target customers, either by contracting for and staffing a small exhibit on behalf of our members or by coordinating multi-vendor NGVAmerica member exhibits or “zones/pavilions” that include vehicle displays and various onsite educational/promotional activities.  

Trade Media and Collateral Marketing Materials
NGVAmerica writes and places pro-NGV messages (e.g., articles, advertorial sections, ads) in trade media including: independently published trade magazines; association/society newsletters; E-zines; and web sites.  Some of these communications pieces are “overprinted” at press run time for NGVAmerica use in mailings and at trade shows and made available to members, other NGV stakeholders and clean-air/clean-vehicle advocate-allies for their use as sales-marketing tools.  Where appropriate, NGVAmerica members are highlighted in the stories.


Market studies

NGVAmerica prepares a number of market and technology analyses, the scope of which is determined by market need and members’ direction.  Examples include (1) niche-specific “NGV business case” white papers outlining technology and market drivers, e.g., federal/state emissions requirements, operational benefits, financial incentives, and present ROI/payback cases; (2) NGVs vs. competitive technology analyses, and (3) city/market-specific analyses (e.g., those in response to “independent studies” recommending against use of NGVs).  

Information support for members 

· Weekly Newsletter:  Each week NGVAmerica distributes an electronic newsletter highlighting recent developments affecting the gaseous-fueled vehicle industry. Each article is concise and includes an NGVAmerica staff contact or Internet link for more information. NGVAmerica’s member survey shows the newsletter to be among the most valuable member service.

· Article/Report Database: NGVAmerica maintains a library of reports, articles and studies about the gaseous-fueled vehicle industry. NGVAmerica members have access to this database and the valuable information it contains. 

· Website and Business Directory: NGVAmerica.org is the one-stop shop for all industry information, including news, product databases, and standards and codes affecting the industry. Much of the information on the NGVAmerica.org is restricted to association members, including alerts about pending action that could affect your business. Also restricted to members is listing on the Business Directory - the only online database of companies with gaseous-fueled vehicle products and services. If you’re not a member, your customers will have to work a lot harder to find you on the Internet.
· One-on-One Information Support: The staff of NGVAmerica is the most valuable information resource available. They have expertise in all aspects of the gaseous-fueled vehicle business, and many of the NGVAmerica’s members use them as they would a consultant on retainer. If an equipment or service supplier hired outside consultants to provide these information services, the cost would be significantly greater than the cost of the NGVAmerica’s dues.
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